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Letter from Foundation President

During the past year, THE NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY FOUNDATION continued to focus on its mission and 
develop resources that helped to focus on its core capabilities. The 
Foundation was pleased when Meg Kester transitioned from “acting” to 
Executive Director. Through Meg’s efforts the Foundation has positioned 
itself to enhance the Nebraska State Historical Society’s ability to assure 
that Nebraska’s history continues to be accessible to future generations.

This year’s annual meeting proved informative and afforded the 
Foundation with an opportunity to recognize those officers and board 
members that were leaving. A special debt of gratitude goes to our 
retiring members of the Board of Directors, James Creigh of Omaha and 
John Dittman of Lincoln. Both of them were generous with their time 
and provided the Foundation with strong leadership. Joining the Board 
is Andrew “Skip” Hove of Lincoln, whose insights have already proven of 
great value as the Foundation seeks to provide much needed resources 
for the Nebraska State Historical Society. Retiring as Trustees were Jon 
Camp, Sally Desmond, and James Weesner of Lincoln, Kim Davis of 
Omaha, Ken Krohn of Neligh, Joan Phillips of Bridgeport, and Adrian 
Smith of Scottsbluff. During each’s tenure the Foundation benefitted 
from their counsel. At the same time we welcome new Trustees Gretchen 
Garcia and Nelle Woods Jamison of Lincoln, Steve Herman of Curtis, 
Keith Heuermann of Phillips, Jack Klosterman of David City, Robbie 
Lonewolf of Walthill, Walt Sehnert of McCook, John Steinheider of 
Omaha, Jean Vincent of York, and Jeff Wightman of Lexington. I’m 
confident that they will continue the strong legacy of their predecessors.

This past year saw the Foundation lose three outstanding Trustees: Grace 
Carmody of Trenton, Richard Hammer of Lincoln, and Ross Rasmussen 
of Fremont. Their contributions will be missed, but let there be no doubt 
that their legacies live on.

While Steve Guenzel concluded his term as President 
of the Foundation, he has graciously agreed to 

remain on the Foundation’s Board and 
Executive Committee. Steve’s tenure 
as President was marked by the 

resolution of several difficult issues 
and by the streamlining of many of the 

Foundation’s processes. We are indeed 
fortunate that Steve remains on the Board 

to share his counsel as we tackle the issues 
that the future presents.

In past years the Foundation administered the membership for the 
Nebraska State Historical Society. That process has now changed,  
with the Nebraska State Historical Society assuming responsibility  
for administering and maintaining its own membership and collection 
of membership dues. Hopefully, this will alleviate some confusion  
that may exist and allow donations for the Nebraska State Historical 
Society Foundation to be made directly to the Foundation to further  
its mission.

The Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center is one of the resources that 
helps preserve Nebraska history and heritage and is a facility that the 
Foundation helps support. Partial support of the Ford Conservation 
Center comes from gifts and bequests from Omaha businessman  
James M. Paxson to the Foundation. The Ford Conservation Center 
houses state-of-the-art technical laboratories for the examination, 
evaluation, and specialized conservation treatment of art and antiquities. 
Kenneth Bé has assumed the position of Paintings Conservator at the 
Conservation Laboratory which provides leadership in this important 
area of preservation.

It is exciting to know that the Foundation is assisting with attempts to 
raise nearly $1.2 million for the Nebraska State Historical Society so that 
additional land surrounding Chimney Rock in the Nebraska Panhandle 
can be purchased to maintain a buffer around that great, historical 
landmark. Add to this the other ongoing fund-raising efforts and 
preservation activities that the Foundation is pursuing and you can see 
that our plate remains full with worthwhile projects. 

I’m honored to serve as President of the Nebraska State Historical 
Society Foundation. I appreciate the outstanding support that the 
Foundation receives from across our great State. Thanks to all who  
have provided support to the Foundation and I look forward to an 
exciting year as together we work to preserve Nebraska’s rich heritage  
for future generations.

Carol A. Zink, President 
Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation
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Historical photos from the photographic collections of the Nebraska State Historical Society.



Acknowledging DonorsFoundation Funds Released 2009-2010

AREAS OF SUPPORT:  
The Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation has the privilege of supporting Nebraska  
history in a variety of ways: resources made possible by endowed and invested funds, direct  
donor gifts, recently unrestricted funds, and absorbing into our operating budget those items 
and events that would not otherwise be possible without private support.  

Funds for PAINTINGS CONSERVATION provided for full-time staffing, the purchase  
of lab equipment, supplies and necessary upgrades to the HVAC system for the Paintings  
Conservation Laboratory.

The GERALD R. FORD CONSERVATION CENTER received funding for a full-time 
conservation assistant, restoration and conservation of the Native American collection,  
upgrades to the HVAC system and other miscellaneous conservation expenses.

The HISTORIC PRESERVATION Division received funding in support of the  
Heritage Nebraska Conference.  In addition, the Foundation was able to release $36,000  
of previously restricted funding to support future projects and programs of the Historic  
Preservation Division.

The LIBRARY/ARCHIVES Division received assistance from the Foundation for a variety 
of projects ranging from digitization of the photo collections, rebinding books and periodicals, 
and purchasing items for the Library/Archives collection housed at the newly renovated NSHS 
Headquarters building. 	    

The MUSEUM/HISTORIC SITES Division received funding to advance and promote  
museums and historic landmarks across the state.  Funds were used to maintain the Ethel S. 
Abbott Visitor Center at Chimney Rock; to support the New Deal Art exhibit opening and 
the October Ghost Ballad performance at the Nebraska History Museum as well as acquiring 
Nebraska artifacts to enhance the NSHS collection and educate visitors.

NSHS ADMINISTRATION funding makes possible the advancement of Nebraska History 
that restricted budgets are unable to support.  The Foundation was able to support a portion 
of the NSHS Awards with grants to individuals who have championed Nebraska history in 
their own way, condolences and congratulations to employees, as well as covering expenses for 
history-related conferences and retreats.

NON-NSHS SUPPORT dollars are dedicated to Foundation property expenses, those non-
NSHS organizations that have endowments managed by the NSHS Foundation, as well as  
a series of scholarships for Nebraska students that are made available each year.

The Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation supports a range of activities whose aim is 
to increase knowledge and appreciation for Nebraska’s unique heritage which includes, but is 
not limited to, the projects and programs of the Nebraska State Historical Society.  

Individuals Memorialized  
Through Gifts

When a gift is made in someone’s memory, the next of kin is notified and 
the funds are administered as specified by the donor.  We consider it a 
great privilege to be a part of honoring and remembering your loved ones 
through the gift process.

In memory of Senator Ross Rasmussen

In memory of Dr. Keith Sheldon  
and Mrs. Gwenith Sheldon
Allison Sheldon

In memory of MaryAnn Smith
Cynthia Monroe

In memory of The Joe Young Family
Frances Young

David and Kaki Ley 
Jim McKee and Linda Hillegass 
Omaha Community Foundation 
William and Linda Pratt 
Gwenith and Keith Sheldon 
L. Joe Stehlik

Gifts of $250 - $499
ExxonMobil Foundation  
		  Matching Gift Program 
Kay and William Fowles 
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation 
Carolyn Hoegemeyer
Ken and Meg Kester 
Martin and Ruth Massengale 
Cynthia and Tom Olson 
Wayne and Darlene Schild 
Susan and Richard Spencer 
Ann and Harry Tolly 
William and Jeanne Watson

Gifts of $100 - $249
Catherine Angle 
Sue and Warren Arganbright 
Carrie Bence 
Douglas and Louise Bereuter 
Robert and Joanne Berkshire 
Kathleen and Robert Best 
Peter and Ann Bleed 
Rodney and Betty Bohac 
David and Dorothy Bowman 
Marvin Burke 
Jack and Sally Campbell 
Virginia Coffee 
Sara and John Crook 
Nancy and Bob Davis 
John and Marlene Davis 
Patricia Davis 
Kim and Tom Dinsdale 
Lila and Glen Fiebig 
Jim Frazier 
Carol Gendler 
Stephen and Diane Herman 
Margaret and Charles Hermes 
Dan and Alice Holtz 
Jane Renner Hood 
Nelle and John-Paul Jamison 
Jane Johnson 
Susan Johnson 
Patrick and Norma Kasson 
Jack and Julie Klosterman 
Lincoln Community Foundation 
Lincoln Civic Choir 
Brenda Lozier 
Carol and Jack Maddux 
Mammel Family Foundation 
William and Ann Marsh 
Millard Public School -  
	 Andersen Middle School Students 
Donna and Chuck Moyer 
Dorothy and Willis Mundt 
James and Ginger Nissen 
Stanley F. Norsworthy 
Jarret and Sharon Oeltjen 
Olsson Family Foundation 
Mary and John Peck 
Dean and Darlene Petersen 
William Peterson 

Pinnacle Bank 
Bill and Judy Roper 
Molly Rozum 
Ted and Jenny Rudberg 
Paul and Molly Rundle 
Greg and Carolyn Samuelson 
Ann and Frank Sidles 
Michael Smith 
David and Sharron Stock 
Ron Stock 
Clare and Roberta Sward 
Charles and Anne Trimble 
Jean and John Vincent 
Rodney and Vicki Walker 
Anne Thorne Weaver 
James Weesner 
Jeffrey and Gail Wightman 
Bev Wilhelm 
Edward Wills 
Dale and Mary Young 
Carol and Walter Zink

Gifts up to $100
Beverly Ahrens 
Richard Allen 
Margaret and John Allington 
Ralph M. Anderson, Jr. 
Anonymous 
Melvin and Dorthy Argabright 
Kenneth Bagby 
Amalia Baird 
Edward Barrett 
Beulah Bedke 
Dennis and Becky Belohlavy 
Jerry Berggren 
Keith and Mary Ann Blackledge 
Craig and Denise Boline 
Ardice Braun 
Charles Bressman 
Kay Browder 
L. Keith Buss 
Cloyd and Linda Clark 
Gary Crawford 
Mary Ann Daily 
Richard Dean 
John and Susan Dittman 
Mary Doak 
Leta Powell Drake 
Frank and Mary Dupuis 
Michael and Mary Anne Eagelston 
Ralph Eatinger 
Eugene Edwards 
Susan Erb 
Mike and Lou Ann Everett 
Joyce Everett 
Joan Foote 
Marilyn Forke 
Michele Francis-Stine 
Ronald Freeman 
Sharon Frey 
Llyod Friesen 
Gretchen and Robert Garcia 
Marie and Harold George 
Charles Godwin 
Richard and Elaine Hammer 
Carol Hargens 
Richard Hay 
Keith Heuermann 

William and Jan Hill 
Don Hinds 
Claire Hoppe 
Judy Humiston 
Michael and Wilhelmina Jensen 
F. William and Beverly Karrer 
JoAnne and Gordon Kissel 
Ken and Sue Kjoller 
Sandra and David Knudson 
Kathleen Korinek 
Sydney and John Kruse 
Janice Lipovsky and Jacob Smith 
Robbie Lonewolf 
Paul and Rosangie Madison 
Clarice Magnuson 
Thomas and Evelyn  
		  Vinduska McKnight 
Robert and Taylor McMaster 
Betty McMaster 
Dennis Mihelich 
James Milliken 
Cynthia and Norman Monroe 
Marcheta and Reuben Morgheim 
Rosalind Morris 
Nancy Myers 
Robert and Mary Nefsky 
Bryce and Shirley Neidig 
Evelyn Neve 
Diana Nevins 
Betty Ann Olson 
Dale Olson 
John and Virginia Owens 
Leo and Carol Parks 
Robert and Barbara Peters 
Robert Pettit 
Vicki Pratt 
Robert and Eileen Raun 
Robert Reed 
Arthur and Ruth Riedesel 
Helen Roeske 
David and Faye Roth 
Jane Rumbaugh 
Lynne and Barton Ruth 
Sheryl Ruwe 
Tom and Ann Safranek 
Sheryl Schmeckpeper 
Don and Janice Schnier 
Carroll Schnurr 
Beatrice Seacrest and Tom Davies 
Kayo Smith 
Sara Stephenson 
Darrell and Sharlyn Stock 
Donald Swanson 
Michael Tate 
Janis and Steve Thelen 
Beth Thomas 
Martha Thomas 
Michelle Thornburg 
Dennis A. Ueckert 
Kathryn Wagner 
Dan Worth 
Eugene Woznick 
Charles and Suzanne Wright 
John and Susan Wunder 
Anthony and Mary Yonkers 
Frances Young 
Lonnie Younie

Stewards of Nebraska History 
Perpetually recognizes individuals 
and organizations for generous gift 
leadership totaling $50,000 or more, 
including contributions of cash 
and property made during or after 
lifetime or a commitment for future 
support at this level.

The Ethel S. Abbott  
		  Charitable Foundation
Ahmanson Foundation
Marjorie L. Barstow Estate 
	 ~�given in memory of  

Lt. Adrian DePutron
Ruby and Walter Behlen
Grace Carmody 
	 ~�given in memory of  

Arthur Carmody
Flavia Waters Champe Estate
	 ~�given in memory of  

John L. Champe
Irving S. & Jeanette  
		  Moore Chapin Estate
Helen E. Clough 
Thomas Creigh 
	 ~�given in memory of  

Dorothy Weyer Creigh
Dillon Foundation
Drew Foundation  
		  (Jack, Helen, Louis and Jean)
First National Bank of Omaha
J. Paul Getty Foundation Trust 
The Corinne S. Gilligan Foundation
Annadora Foss Gregory Estate
Hawks Foundation
Martha H. and Gilbert  
		  Hitchcock Foundation
Richard and Mary Holland
Richard Hunt
Iowa West Foundation
Fay Sherwin Johnson Estate
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Lozier Foundation
Gladys Marie Lux 
	 ~�given in memory of Mary  

Hannah Hansen Lux and  
Clarence Burton Lux

Mary C. and Charles W. Martin
Capitola Mechling
Museum of Nebraska Art
National Endowment  
		  for the Humanities
Nebraska Beef Council
Diane H. and Charles E. Oldfather
Vada and Col. Barney Oldfield
Oregon Trail  
		  Community Foundation
Richard S. Palmer Trust
James M. Paxson 
Olivia Pound Estate
Jack A. Ringwalt Trust
Amy L. Scott Family Foundation
Ruth Sheldon Estate
Stockman Family Foundation
Constance M. Syford Estate
Alice A. Thorngate Estate
Jan Two Bears Falcon

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Luceil Vogt Trust
Harold Warp
Evelyn Lageschulte Weese  
		  and Francis Lageschulte
Geneva Wheeler Estate
Nevada Wheeler Estate
Woods Charitable Fund
Ronald D. Yost Estate

Guardians Of Nebraska History
Perpetually recognizes individuals 
and organizations for generous gift 
leadership totaling $10,000 to $49,999,  
including contributions of cash and 
property made during or after lifetime 
or a commitment for future support 
at this level.

Alice V. Abel
Abel Foundation
Halcyon M. Allsman
Marian and Harold Andersen
Helen Nance Anderson Estate
Catherine Sellers Angle and Jim Angle 
Alan & Marcia Baer Family  
		  Charitable Trust
The Becker Family Foundation
Beulah E. Bedke
E. Louise and Russel D. Brehm
Bridges Investment Counsel
Cooper Foundation
Coopers & Lybrand L.L.P
Mildred and Senator Carl Curtis
John B. Davis
R. Joe Dennis Foundation
Douglas Theatre Company
Margre H. and Charles W. Durham
Florentine Films
Fricke Logging
Friedland Family Foundation
Nancy and David Friedland
Joan Gibson and Donald Wurster
Charles M. Godwin
Dorothy and Maurice Hevelone
James and Marjorie Hewitt
Anna M. Huber
Charles E. Humberger Estate 
	 ~�given in memory of Emma  

Coffin Humberger
HunTel Systems, Inc.
Junior League of Lincoln
Kay C. (Plummer) Kimberly and 		
		  Tom J. Plummer, Jr 
	 ~given in memory of Ellen  
		  Ora (Whitney) Plummer
Mildred L. Kotouc
Barbara Kuhn
Lillian F. Lappe Estate
Frank R. Leu/Leu Foundation 
	 ~given in memory of James 
Thomas Wray
Lienemann Charitable  
		  Foundation, Inc.
Lincoln Community Foundation
Allan Lozier
Kathleen M. Lute 
	 ~�given in memory of  

Robert F. Lute II

Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation
National Society Colonial Dames  
	 of America in Nebraska  
Nebraska Press Association
David and Roxanne Oldfather
Omaha Community Foundation
Omaha World-Herald Foundation
Judith M. and Ronald K. Parks 
	 ~�given in memory of Hazel 

Virginia Hill Parks and  
Wayne Kemper Parks

Kitty M. Perkins Foundation
Allison D. and Gary L. Petersen
James E. and Gail D. Potter
Quivey Bay State Foundation
Alice and Ross H. Rasmussen
Beatrice and Joe R. Seacrest
James and Rhonda Seacrest
Joe W. and Ruth K. Seacrest Fund
The Steinhart Foundation, Inc.
Sterns Charitable Foundation, Inc., 	
		  Lincoln, NE
Robert H. Storz Foundation
Swanson Biggs Adams  
		  Family Foundation
U S West Foundation
Vera F. Warner and  
		�  Cecile Gladys Warner Estate,
	 ~�given in memory of George 

Washington Warner
John W. and Nancy Webster 
	 ~�given in memory of  

William B. Webster
White Grain Company
Gloria and S.N. “Bud” Wolbach

Gifts of $10,000 to $49,999
The Becker Family Foundation 
Dillon Foundation 
Swanson Biggs Adams 
		  Family Foundation 
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.

Gifts of $2,500 - $9,999
The Cooper Foundation 
Donlan Foundation 
Diane Oldfather 
Allison and Gary Petersen

Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499
National Society Colonial Dames 
	 of America in Nebraska  
	 Lincoln Borough 
Creigh Family Foundation 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 
General Dynamics 
Margaret Howie 
Richard Kalvelage Gift Trust 
David and Roxanne Oldfather 
James and Gail Potter 
James and Rhonda Seacrest 
Ruth Sorensen

Gifts of $500 - $999
Donald Dillon 
Steve and Judy Guenzel 
James and Marjorie Hewitt 
Ann and Richard Hudson 
Kay and Mike Kimberly 

Beverly Ahrens
Kenneth Bagby
Dan and Debra Barrow
Dennis and Becky Belohlavy
Ardice Braun
Kay Browder
Ronald and Rita Freeman
Carol Hargens
Mary Harper
Don Hinds
Carolyn Hoegemeyer
Paul and Rosangie Madison

Clarice Magnuson
Martin and Ruth Massengale
Betty McMaster
Robert and Taylor McMaster
Dale Olson
Leo and Carol Parks
Sheryl Ruwe
Darrell and Sharlyn Stock
David and Sharron Stock
Ron Stock
Michelle Thornburg
Kathryn Wagner

Board of Directors

Carol Zink, Lincoln, President
Rod Walker, Omaha,  

Executive Vice President
Allison D. Petersen,  

Lincoln, Secretary
Andrew Hove, Lincoln, Treasurer
Charles Burmeister,  

Lincoln, Associate Treasurer
Jack Campbell, Lincoln
Cloyd Clark, McCook
Nancy Davis, Omaha
Steve Guenzel, Lincoln
James W. Hewitt, Lincoln
Judy Humiston, Grand Island
F. William Karrer, Omaha
JoAnne D. Kissel, Lincoln

Carol F. Maddux, Wauneta
Martin A. Massengale, Lincoln
James F. Nissen, Lincoln
David H. Oldfather, Kearney
L. Joe Stehlik, Pawnee City
Rick Wallace, Lincoln

Ex Officio
Cheryl Clark, Elwood,  

President NSHS
Robert Peters, Omaha,  

Treasurer NSHS
Michael Smith, Lincoln,  

Director NSHS

Meg Klosterman Kester,  
Executive Director	 Society Support:	 $403,865 

	Non-Society Support: 	 $40,456 TOTAL: $444,321

$223,892 | 50.39%

$94,339 | 21.23%

$37,345 | 8.4%

$4,345 | 0.98%

$16,147 | 3.63%

$27,797 | 6.26%

$40,456 | 9.11%
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